A  SNAP ELECTION
Thus Baldwin won a great electoral triumph by what was
undoubtedly the most audacious political c confidence trick'
in British history.
Not for many years did the reputation of Britain stand so
high as after the speech of Sir Samuel Hoare in September 1935.
The reason was that by this declaration the Government were
making a spectacular return to the side of the League, to the
support of the policy of collective security and resistance to
aggression. It meant a return to the belief by the other
nations, in the sincerity and good faith of the British Govern-
ment, which the policy and diplomacy of MacDonald and
Simon had done so much to destroy. There could be no
uncertainty as to what pledges were given by Britain, what
obligations undertaken. The Foreign Secretary, speaking with
grave deliberation and impressive earnestness, pledged his
country's honour in these words :
* In conformity with its precise and explicit obligations,
the League stands and my country stands with it, for the
collective maintenance of the Covenant in its entirety and
particularly for steady and collective resistance to acts of
unprovoked aggression. The attitude of the British nation
in the last few weeks has clearly demonstrated the fact that
this is no variable and unreliable sentiment, but a principle
of international conduct to which they and their Government
hold with firm, enduring, arid universal persistence/
From the reception given to this outspoken declaration of
British policy at Geneva and in the Press of the World, it was
evident that this policy would be supported by the democratic
nations and that Mussolini, preparing at that moment to
invade Abyssinia, would certainly be stopped.
The real fact was that behind all this was a most sordid tale
of despicable betrayal; that the British Government had been
guilty of the most audacious treachery. It was not known until
afterwards that at the very moment that Sir Samuel Hoare was
making his brave speech at Geneva, secret proposals were being
prepared which would, not only set aside the League, but would
outrage every principle of League policy. It was discovered
later that Mussolini had been informed early in 1935 that
provided British interests were safeguarded, no notice would
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